WOHF Visit To NMUSA
In 1814, with the War of Independence still fresh in the minds of Americans and the War of 1812 still being waged, Congress enacted legislation directing
the Secretary of War to gather symbols of combat from the young nation’s military struggles. The British invasion of Washington, and the subsequent burning
of the White House and many other federal buildings, would occur just four months later. Such was the start of what is now the National Museum of the
United States Army (NMUSA).
As the Army’s national landmark, the NMUSA is an enduring effort to tell
the Army’s story and honor the accomplishments, sacrifices, and commitment
of American Soldiers.
A joint effort between the Army and the Army Historical Foundation (AHF),
The construction and maintenance of a national museum of this scale – an
84-acre site at Fort Belvoir, VA – was (and is) a massive undertaking.
AHS created the 1814 Society – of which your Warrant Officer Historical
Foundation (WOHF) is an organizational member – to honor major donors to
this effort. On 30 November 2020, WOHF board members CW5 (Ret) Donald
Woodruff (pictured right) and CW4 (Ret) Jack Du Teil attended a reception
honoring members of the 1814 Society.

Pictured right, CW4 (Ret) Du Teil posed for a picture with AHF President LTG (Ret) Roger
Schultz, following the reception. The event was held in Veterans’ Hall, an expansive event
space of which WOHF was a partial sponsor.
A former Director of the Army National Guard – and tremendous advocate of the
Warrant Officer cohort – LTG (Ret) Schultz made history as the first Army senior leader
to effect the component-wide establishment of senior Warrant Officer leaders, when he
authorized the appointment of an ARNG CCWO, and CCWOs in each of the 54 states and
territories of the United States.

Freestanding pylons – each with an etched image of a Soldier’s face and
accompanying biographical information – are aligned in a formation, stretching from
the museum’s exterior into the building’s entryway, through the lobby, and to the Army
Concourse.
These personal accounts of ordinary men and women from all historic periods offer
Museum visitors a unique perspective of the Soldier’s experience, including the story of
CWO2 Melvin Nesteby, a survivor of the infamous Bataan Death March.

Pictured below left, WOHF was also a sponsor of the Army Theater, providing visitors with an immersive introduction to the U.S. Army and to the Museum.
The Theater’s 300-degree screen and external sensory elements envelop the viewer in sight, sound and movement. Pictured right, the foundation also partially
sponsored the scenic walk from the parking area to the museum. A

January 2021

23

